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1823 ROBERT K. MATLACK.
The son o f James Matlffcck and K eturah  Kennedy,
Robert K. M atlook, was born in  Woodbury, N . J . ,
January  22, 1804, and d ied  in  Woodbury, A p ril 27,
1877. He went to  P rin c e to n  U n iv e rs ity  and Schen­
ec tad y  Law School. He was ad m itted  to  the  bar as an 
a t to rn e y  in  1827 and a s  co u n se lo r in  1833. As a 
young man he l iv e d  fo r  s e v e r a l  years  in  Europe. He 
m arried  A b ig a il Learning, o f Cape May County and 
s e t t l e d  in  the M atlook homestead in  Woodbury.
He was nom inated f o r  sen a to r and tw ice fo r  gov­
e rn o r , bu t re fu se d  to ta k e  o f f i c e ,  p r e f e r r in g  to 
rem ain in  Woodbury. S ix  o h ild re n  succeeded to  the  
M atlook fo r tu n e :  R o b e rt, E liz a b e th , E l le n , Learning,
Mary and C h a r lo tte .
One o f th e  s t o r i e s  b rought home from Europe by 
Mr. M atlock , concerns N apoleon, who had o rdered  a  
rev iew  o f h is  s o ld i e r s  b e fo re  the E n g lish  s ta te sm an , 
C harles James Fox, then  v i s i t i n g  F ran ce . We quote 
from a fo o tn o te  to  an  ad d ress  given by Mr. M atlock 
a t  M u llica  H i l l ,  to  weloome home th e  C iv i l  War v e t e r ­
a n s . September 14, 1865.
*By and By the o ld  C onsular Guard came up, preceded 
by th e i r  n o isy  drums and t a t t e r e d  c raz y -lo o k in g  ban­
n e r s .  ’H alt* and ’f ro n t  f a c e ’ were o rd e red . Napoleon 
s to o d  in  h is  s t i r r u p s ,  g lanced  a t  t h e i r  h a iry  and 
w ea th e r-b ea ten  f a c e s ,  p o in te d  out h is  g r iz z le d  v e te ra n s  
to  Fox, and w ith  g rea t p r id e  asked him, ’where on e a r th  
are  th e  e q u a ls  o f  th o se  fe llo w s  whose every  v isage  i s  
d ig n if ie d  w ith  a s c a r ? ’ Fox, w ith  h is  in im ita b le  d r o l l  
m anner, r e p l i e d ,  ’Where a re  th e  tro o p s  which gave them 
th o se  s o a r s ? ’
Before Napoleon c o l le c te d  h im s e lf ,  an o ld  co rp o ra l 
advanced a s te p  and growled out ’Wher$ a re  they?  They 
a re  deadI *
Napoleon took  a rib b o n  d e c o ra tio n  from h i s  b r e a s t ,  
to ld  the C orporal to advance and ta k e  ’ the  r ib b o n ’ f o r  
h i s  b u tto n h o le  and la u g h in g ly  added ’Old M ustache, th is  
i s  no t th e  f i r s t  time you have saved your C o n s u l.’ "
Of perhaps g re a te r  i n t e r e s t , in  th e  l i g h t  o f p re sen t 
day s o c ia l  co n d itio n s  a l l  over the  w orld , i s  a sta tem en t 
made ju s t  b e fo re  th e  c lo s e  of the same a d d re s s ;
"P receden t and p r iv ile g e  , b e fo re  an o th er g e n e ra tio n , 
must undergp ch a llen g e  and pass away, and the tim e i s  
n o t f a r  d i s t a n t  when the  p o p in ja y , the c u r le d  d a r l in g ,  
and the pampered a r i s t o c r a t  must g ive p lace  to  the hard 
hand of la b o r ."
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